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Visual Images of Electricity in Times of
Turmoil: Perceptions, Interpretations and
Symbolism

LUBA PIRGOVA

Abstract: Electricity is invisibleand yet it has been turned into a prodtmtbe

sold and consumed by society as both a necessity and a commodity. This product,
aswith any product, has a visual form. The visual representations of electricity are
also associated with a wide range of d@or and social practices. Electricity
becomes somewhat OvisibleO to the people when it is lost, when it is threatened,
even if it is for a short time. Usually, these atéimes of turmoil, such as wars

and natural disasters. These are the times wheltrielly becomes a symbol of
safety and security, a symbol of home &dOspace; a symbol of warmth and
comfort, a symbol of light and hope. The focus of #rigcleis on the perceptions

of electricity of individuals and social groups as presentedsuml imagery. It is

based on both primary and secondary images produced and interpreted during
natural disasters. Empirical data incladenanalysis of photographs and articles
published bythe British Broadcasting CorporatioBBC) and the Cable News
Network (QNN) in the wake ofHurricane Sand®s US landfalh late October

2012 as well as field interviews commenting on-pead post Sandy perceptions

of electricity in all its forms. The symbolism of electricity will be connected to
more generalssues of social and cultural sustainability as the perceptions of what
is and what is needed intersect with questions of what might become if
perceptions and expectations remain unchanged.

|

1. Introduction

Electricity is invisible and intangibleleaving communication about electricity to occur
through verbal or written expressions and/or visual representations including photographs and
cinematic interpretations. The visual representations of electricity can GuwaturallyO
gradually overtime, or can @rcedQas a result of shock, unusual experience or distress.
For example, one of the spaces where electricity is used most frequently is thabhahthe
spaceOn one hand, the idea of what constituté®mehas occurré over a period of time as

the spatial organization of the home is negotiated due to factors such as convenience and
power relations of the various family members (Gregand Lowe 1995). Additionally,
traumatic events such as war or migratory processemftaence the image of the home and

with it, the role of electricity within the home space (Gardner 1993, Langhamer 2005).
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The study of Onaturally® forming visual representations is more challenging because many of
these images are not clearly shapethexmindsof the people who share thenuch a study
involves longitudinal research and/or a series afapth interviews.

The OforcedO images are much more poignant and easy to identify in the time surrounding the
event that triggered them. The development of modern technology allow researchers to gather
and preservehe abundant image®rced into existence surrounding autmzatic event in

time, even if the@esearchexwerenot present. A proper analytical interpretation of the images

can often reveal meanings that were m&ant to be communicated when the images were
formed, but become essential to understanding tidluence on relaying feelings,
relationships and lifehanging experiences.

This paper is situated in the latter context and focuses on the discourses surrounding visual
imagery of electricity during times of turmoil and how the images are perceived and
interpreted. | have chosen to focus on events surrounding Hurricane Sandy that affected the
East Coast of the United StatsfsAmerica (USA)in 2012 because of new Oforced® images of
electricity that were produced asesult of the turmoil caused by powgwing out in several

of the eastern states. These images in turn forced people to recognize the OPower of PowerQO
to realize their dependency on electricity and to begin identifying alternate solutions.

This study presents news articles, photographs/aled documentaries as part of@mplex
disaster discourse, hoping to gain an understanding of the images of electricity that were
produced during and immediately after the disastrous events.

The paper is structured to first present backgranfarmation on discourse and discourse
analysis, before focusing on the event under consideration. Second, to outline the methods
used to study the event as applicable he specific empirical materidinews article
headlines, content, photos, photos indestl in narratives and video footage. Finally the
results will be presented along with further theoretical discussion and conclusions. With this
paper, | hope to show how the findings from a discourse analysis of the different components
of online news artles can collectively illustrate the imaginaries created by people and for
people, in relation to the Sandy discourse. These imaginaries can be extended to connect the
topic of electricity with topics such as economic, political, cultural and social wtescas

well as various imaginaries of spaces and of hope; addingso, effect other areas of social

life and act as a potential catalyst for social change.

2. Discourse and discourse analysis

There are many complex definitions of the tedmcourse but they all seem to involve
various forms of verbal and namerbal communication. According to James Paul Gee,
discourse can refer to the ability of:

(Glumans [to] integrate language with Alemguage Ostuff,O such as different ways

of thinking, acting, interacting, valuing, feeling, believing, and using symbols,
tools, and objects in the right places and at the right times so as to enact and
recognize different identities and activities, give the material world certain
meanings, distribute s goods in a certain way, make certain sorts of
meaningful connections in our experience, and privilege certain symbol systems
and ways of knowing over othé{§ee 2010, p13).
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The choice of which discourses to engage with is subjectioes specifically, discourse is
understood as a form of social practice that is based on the concgphiotic mediation
(Vygotsky 1978). Vygotsky studied how behavior and the consequent acts change as a result
of the ideas and meaningontained within thgrocesseshich proceeded sucéctivities
(Sadovnik 1995). These preliminary processes have two aspects, namely the rhetorical
responsive and ethical considerations, both of which invite introspection and should be taken
into account a®ne researds how ea&h discourse act progresses (Shotter 1993). Semiotic
mediation occurs regardless of the interpretation one has toward practice theory, whether a
Weberian approach such as Reckwit092) suggestion that the individual acts are the
carrier of practices, or a Durkheimian one, such as Scha{@@d8 and 2002argument

where practices are socially developed, coordinated sets of sayings and doings.

Due to the subjective nature of semioticdia¢ion and interpretatioi@ach discourse rests on
assumptions, judgments, and contentions that provide basic terms for analysis, debates,
agreements, and disagreemé&iBryzek 1997, p9). As a result, discourse analysis is not a
unified discipline. Tlere are many approaches to discourse analysis, one @engnalysis

of language as it is used to enact activities, perspectives, and idéB#es2010, p4). This
approach returns us to the base of any discourse, the use of verbal and nonverbdab mea
convey meanings. Further, language use, can be argued, is a form of social practice, where
language can refer to any system that can be used to communicate meaning including verbal,
written or symbolic ones (Horvith 2013).

3. Electricity and discourse analysis

Electricity is invisible so any communication about electricity occurs through a variety of
language systems including verbal expressions and/or visual representations. The visual
representations of electricity are associated with a wadge of emotions and social
practices. Discourse analysis enables the researcher to engage with these emotions and
practices by allowing examination of the discourses surrounding electricity thus better seeing
the transfer of ideas, engagement of prastias well as social, political, cultural and
economic power structures that are reflected in various acts of communicatiaki et al

2013, Fulcher 2012edema 2003JorgensemndPhillips 2002, MachirandMayr 2012)

Van Dijk (2013) employs the ideaf OstructuresO to argue that there is a certain criteria
present in all types of discourse analy<iBypical of discourse analysis is an explicit,
systematic account of structures, strategies or processes of text or talk in terms of theoretical
notions @veloped in any branch of the fi€¢van Dijk 2013). OStructuresO can refer, but are

not limited to, structures of meaning and (inter)action such as inequality or power related
interactions as well as structures of expression such as sound, image anmenio\dese
OstructuresO can be reflected through some type of theoretical understanding that is presentec
through an orderly account. This order is achieved through the inclusion of methodological
steps to executen addition to abstract, mental, interactional and social strategies that can be
observed and commentagon.

Van DijkOs notion of OstructuresO will be central to the discourse analysis of the visual images
of electricity surrounding a moment of turmoahich is themain focus of this papett is

during a moment of distress or chaos that power is most readily reenacted and structures
become more evident so that order may be stfioeand achieved once again.
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4. Structures in discourse

There aranany structures that can be studied through a discourse analysis of communication
during times of turmoil, but broadly speaking, there are three basic types that serve the need
of my analysis bebl grammatic, speech acémdmacrostructures

Ghe first] and most traditionally linguistic [is presented] by the grammatic,
referring to phonological or graphematic, morphological, syntactic, semantic and
lexical features of [any] text [or] how syntactic structures express underlying
ideological positions, fonstance through the use of passive constructions and
deletion of agents from typical subject positions in order to dissimilate the
negative actions of elite and powerful groQfBoyd-Barrettand Graddol 1994,

pp. 2667).

Lexical choices and readabilifsictors are key components tois first level of analysis.

The secondevel of textual structure analysis is that of speech acts, which can focus on the
tools used to communicate meaning, such as the locutionary acts or utterances, illocutionary
acts orintended significance, and perlocutionary acts, or the actual effect. (Kissing 2013
Pandey 2008, Steinberg 1971

The third level is that of macrostructures, or the underlying topics and themes that are
expressed indirectly in the data. Macrostructures are placed in a hierarchical organization
which is held in place by macrorules, or summaries that are largely based oonrauti

lived experience. For example, in news analysis, macrofdiégme the gist, upshot or most
important information of the news report [through] the processes of deletion, generalization
and constructio®(Boyd-Barrett and Graddol 1994, pp. 2667). However, it is important to

note that macrorules are subjective and their meaning is interpreted in view of the readerOs
world knowledge. That is why in news analysis, macrorules are frequently revealed in the
headlines or in the leading few paragraphs @fsarticles.

There are many specific ways to analyze discourses for linguistic (grammatic), tools (speech
acts), and thematic (macrostructure) aspects. The following model was chosen as one
possible way to illustrate the structures that exist surrouridegisual imagerpf electricity

during a time of turmoil, while also taking into consideration the omadirom which the

data comdy newspaper articles.

5. The positioning Star of David discourse analysis model

BartlettOs OPositioning StabafidO discourse analysis model is an augmentation of HareOs
Positioning Theory. Positioning Theory refers to the idea that when an actor performs an
individual act, that performance allows the actor to embody a specific position within a
storyline. The acitself becomes part of the storyline and other actors adjust and align their
own acts accordinglyBartlett 2009, p182). This results in a three way process, illustrated
Figure 1
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Figure 1: Positioning Triangle

The importance of this theory is that it suggests that discourse acts are not interpreted as
irrefutable constants or absolute truth, even if they appear so by those performing the act; but
rather that discourse acts exist when recognized and accepteckixigting social alignment.

rositioning Theory can be used to analyze all levels of discourse, highlighting
the fact that the different levels employ the same basic mechanisms and vary only
in the timescales over which they operate: in terms of thlouram social
positions constructed and contested the scope of the storyline invoked, and the
scale and speed each individual discourse a¢fartlett 2012p. 170)

Positioning Theory, therefore, allows the researcher to portray language as astion
language is the tool through which individual acts are affiliated with specific social positions
within a given context. In that sense, language is the tool used to create the storylines and to
build imaginarieswithin a certain context. In other wordghere are OsilentO features that
occur in order for positioning theory to exist.

Tom Bartlett (2012) discusses these Qsilentf) features imbedded in positioning theory,
proposing his OPositioning Star of DavidO model.

Qo put it simply, speakers musseia style of language that makes clear their
social standing and this standing must carry currency with the audience in context,
as must the various acts they perfQ(Bartlett 2012p. 170).

This method highlights the structural constraints that a® as evident in the basic
positioning triangle, thus when overlaid, creatifigure 2N OPositioning Star of DavidO.

position

AN

>

act \ / > storyline

marketplace

A

means symbolic capital

Figure 2: Positioning Star of David
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The OPositioning Star of DavidO discourse analysis model will be especially useful when
analyzingnot only verbal (oral or written) textual data, but also, the visual. The Osilent
featuresO, or the means, marketplace and symbolic capital, are frequently communicated
through various language and sign systems that require the researcher to engagealith vi
illustrations as well as oral interpretations and written representations.

The discourse analysis of this paper is conducted during one specific moment offturmoil
Hurricane Sandy and all major types of commation surrounding thavent.

6. The Sandy discourse

Over the course of weeKurricane Sandyleveloped from a tropical wave in the Western
Caribbean Sea on October 2012 into the largest Atlantic Ocean hurricane recorded in
history. Sandy had a span of ovet@0 miles in diameteand made three landfalls. The first
landfall was near Kingston, Jamaica on October 24, the second was just west of Santiago de
Cuba, Cuba on October 25 and the third was near Atlantic City, New Je&&ynOctober

29. During its existence, Sandy wasegorizedas Category 1, 2 and 3 types of hurricane at
various times as well as different levels of tropical storms. Sandy caused an estimated
property damage of ov&tS$50 billion in USA alone, leaving 24 states affected as over nine
million households wer left without power. | chose to focus @EA because at the last
landfall sitecommunitieshad effectively six days to prepare; images of Sandy were created
pre, post and during the event, unlike the other two landfall sites where images
primarily createdduring and post

Hurricane Sandy provides a context, but there are a variety of texts used in this context to
create the Sandy Discourse. On one hédinere are image texts such as photographs and
videos that can help capture and disseminataligeurse as well as symbols and artistic
expressions that can help interpret and represent the discourse. Additionally, there are
narratives (written or auditory, structured or not) texts that invoke images as well as other
image texts, such as tone anwvements that allude to a secondary ornaertlevel of
encoded meaning.

All of these different types of text whesmnalyzedas part of the Sandy contexid in
understanding the complexity of Sandy discourse. The texts themselves constitute
independent discourses and become a part of one or other communicative events, but they are
also, part of the larger Sandy Discourse. In some sense, these textspesoebeed as the
building blocks behind the construction of the social reality that results from the Sandy
Discourse.

The messages conveyed through texts exchanged in the Sandy discourse are associated with
several major themes and sthiemes, which wilbe explored in the discussion sections of

this paper. However, it must be noted that even though the various themes permeate through
most types of texts, some themes are more accented in some texts than in others. This is a
reflection of the specific matial used to build every text tylevords and sentences, still
photographs, moving images or a combination of any two or three of them. For example,
many of the videos focused on individual life stories, while many of the photos focused on
space alteratioand destruction.
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7. Electricity in the sandy discourse as reflected in online media news

This paper presents the results of the analysis of online news articles from two online news
platformdN Cable News Network (CNN) and British r@adcasting Corporation (BBC).
Online news articles were chosen as opgtserint media, because thexeremore articles
published online on the topic duette costs and speed involved, which can also be accessed
with relative ease even months aftee event took place. Furthermore, online news articles
can also potentially reach a much larger audience relatively quickly across a greater
geographical span than it is currently possible with print media.

CNN was chosen as it was the largest Amerigatwork, which covered the Hurricane Sandy
disaster, whildBBC wasarguablythe largest network from the United Kingdom (E Biz MBA
2013, Net Top 20 2013). The study of the two networks allows for a comparison of the
discourses present in the various congras that exist in a news articldere, he analysis of

the CNN articlesis used to demonstrate thligscourses present within the society being
studied while the BBC articles are used to illustrate the interpretation of these discourses
though the anatycal lens of another culture.

For this study, 146 articles from CNN online news were gathered between the dates
October 20 to December 28s well as 319 Articles from BBC onlimewsfrom the same

time period.From these articles, 82 from CNN andf2@m BBC were stratified on the basis

of having the words Oelectricity + SandyO. These 102 articles represent the sample used in this
paper. In the CNN article365 photos were recovered with 120 in the BBC articles, in
addition to about 30 videos conteug life stories and biographical data. In other words, the
articles selected include written, orally delivered and/or visual components. The texts have
been coded using an online teatalyzer which codes each individual word. The images
have been partig coded using the computassisted qualitative data analysis software,
Compendium. The video footage used for this paper avedyzedwithout the use of
software programs due the nature of the material.

8. Multimodal study of electricity in the online media news

Online news articles have become an essential part of the Sandy discourse. There are five
major segments of these articles, which reflect different sets of images and when combined in
different ways allow for more possiblmterpretations of meanings (intended or not),
communicated feelings and experiences or realities createckasltaof new understandings.

All five segments of a news article need to be viewed for Bart{@®@8)discourse analysis

model Q012)to apply because as he arghéa order for an actor to perform an autd

become part of the storyline, both the act and the actor need to establish their symbolic
capital through various forms of communication targeted at an audience that can decode these
messages. The five segments of a news article offer five different means at communicating
the intended messages, and in this case, the intended messages about electricity within the
Sandy discourse.

Thefirst is the study of the headlines of the artickespecially relevant in our contemporary
world, where there is oversaturation of information and the headline can determines if the
reader will engage with the message. Heeondis the classical media article content
analysis, where the text itself is @mbandanalyzedfor discourses. Ththird is the study of
images, or photos, used to illustrate a particular article in relation to the texaurtas the
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study of photo galleries, which sometimes have captions but are frequently only labelled by
thene. Thefifth and final main mode online media news use is the showing of video;
particularly for this paper, the use of biographical interviews totiltes the story being
covered.

The various themes of electricity in the Sandy discourse permeatedifiesent modes. As

they are intertwined in order to create a complex discourse, the following presentation of
results will be artificially divided to show main themes that emerged from each of these
modes; however, as the themes are not limited to axhglpresent in one aspect of news,
the discussion section will be divided thematically.

8.1 Headlines or the hook

Headlines are an importaodbmponent of a news article, which in addition to the vocabulary
content, also show which newspaper paBlished the headieN in this case BBC and CNN.

The logos of both companies present as part of the headline help communicate certain
meanings in relation to the symbolic capital gained over the years by both news companies.
Both institutions use their ank (eg. internet, radio, television) and offline platforms (eg.
undertakings as part of local communities and charities) in order to establish their social
standing to a target audience. Specifically, since both institutions are information providers,
the people working for the company have had to gain the respect and trust of their respective
audiences as a reliable source of information. Theegtablished OrespectO and OtrustO allows
each storythatBBC and CNN publish to play a part in how the read#rinteract with an

event such as Hurricane Sandy.

OTrustO is at the basis on the ressles provider relationshi To trust the information
provided is accurate and reflects events to the best ability of the individual journalists. For
example, the query of theword OsuperstormO as pamefsheadlines, underlines the

idea that this storm is more than a regular storm, which means that even if the reader knows
how to prepare or behave during a OstormO, they would need to trust the expertise of the
newspaper to lead them through this event. Tdedrfor trust places the reader in a relative
power structure to the newspaper.

The content of the headlines can also be imbued with symbolism. In some studies such as the
OHard Words: Functional Basis for Kaluli DiscourseO by Feld and Schigfédi) has

been shown that word choice can correspond with Opower® and Oplace®. Word choice can t
associated with expertise and can warrant higher social standing and power. The expertise is
signalled by an extensive vocabulary in a given area in additidretknowledge of how to

apply the vocabulary within context. In the Sandy case, specific word choice can preserve
power and preserve, in this case, the existing reael®s provider relationshi

Specifically relating to electricity, OtrustO and Qintioxi@aare very prominent. In relation to

trust, are headlines inviting the reader to engage with advice on how to charge electrical items
and where; both during and after the event. While some of the more repeated phrases
emphasize intimidation, as for iasice Oin SandyOs wakeO and Oin the dark,0 both phrases
from CNN, highlight elements that induce fear. A fear that occurs as the result of phobias
relating to lack of light, some based in folklore and myths such as the early hours of the
morning, orbeforepeoplewakeN the time of night when®ad thingsO happen. BBC articles

on the other hand, rather than intimidgtifocus onluring the reader to browse photographs

of the events, such as power shortages and other destruction caused by Sandy.



Images of Electricity in Times of Turmoil

8.2 Thewritten word: Bodytext

The textual content of the articles was atstwalyzedsimilarly to the headlines and the
macrostuctures revealed multiple discourses. For example, an emerging theme that feeds
through multiple discourses was that of Oloss of elgghior OpowertagesO as the result of
Sandy.

First, the losses of power impacted people physically, such as the inability to get access to
electricity or death as the result of electric shocks, but also, by the creation of an image of
peoplewithoutpower as either OcustomersO or OvictimsO. Both of these terms place the
individual in a power relation to the company they buy fromto Sandy for taking away
something that wa@necessaryd even a OrightO.

Second the loss of power discourse shows that despite that the power shortages affecting
close to nine million households, the ones that are most discussed and victimized are those in
New York City. This includes Manhattan and the financial district as thedyohlvealth in

USA, but also, Queens and the electrical fires that caused a neighbourhood to burn to the
ground. New York City is the centre of attention for the news narratives both before and after
Sandy made landfalthus illustrating the importancd the New York City over that of any

part of the New Jersey State. In addition to that, the interest in Manhattan and Queens was
also enlarged by the multiple pesisting images and associations of the neighbourhoods in
cinematic ad in literary represeations.

Third, as a consequence of the loss of power, a discussion of a variety of power sources such
as private generators, solar and wind took place. Interestingly enough, all these sources are
referred to as substitutes or a way to make do until@®benO can be restored. This is
important for it illustrates the image of how electricity should be obtained to power a home,
not by being seifeliant and having own sources, but rather, by depending on energy
companies to Otake care of itO.

8.3 Thespokenword: Videonews,videolife stories,documentaryootage

The video footage could be divided into three major partkeo newswhere a journalist
reports the evenyideo life storieswhere people would speak how Sandy affected them
personallyanddocumentary footagef what happened.

Video news is primarily descriptive in nature with an accent on the destruction and flooding
caused by the hurricane. Frequently they serve to update the viewer as to any changes or any
sensations such g®litical or celebrity involvement in the relief efforts as well as the latest
numbers of households with power outages.

The video life stories are typically about an individual, where in many, it is the individual
who tells their owrstory. An example i8illOs Story (BBC New2012 where William [Bill]

Carroll tells of his life at the Jersey Shore community of Ortley Beach for the last 50 years
The language and gestures show Bill to be an ordinary, average citizen of the United States.
There are no clasor social status indications, thus allowing for his story to be relevant to all
who view it. Herefollows more detail from thisxample

Bill refused to evacuate, so when the storm came and his house dropped a couple of feet, he
managed to safely fle® &a neighbourOs home. The video follows Bill upon his return at the
house, which is so badly damaged and a danger to those around, that it must be demolished.
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Bill has been given some time to decide what he would like to take withGamying a
small lawn mower out of a roonhe says:

Qrou want to take everything, but you canOtE you knowE yoyou are limited

in what you can leave with [E] all the [power] tools Johhny, | want
everythingEanything you can save | wamo save, anything possili¢BBC
2012)

The quote illustrates how when it came down to the final choice, the priority was given to the
power tools. For Bill those electrical tools are needed for tHdibgiof a new life elsewhere.

He does also take a few frames and memorabilia, buiidesnOt seem concerned that
memories stored in items such as chairs, tables or others, would be lost. His greatest worry
comes across as to how to take out the washingpimasince the doors are shut.

These concerns of Bill illustrate the power of @leity items in this manQOs lif€hey are
more than possessions; they are extensions of higleality.

The third part of the video footage available is that of the documentary footage. The, camera
following the events and the voice of the repgiteioften combined with one of the victims

or thoseengaged in helping victim® overcome the ordeal. These are the most complex of
the video texts participating in Sandy discourse and requidepth analysis that cannot be
achieved within the limited spa of this paper. That is why my observations will focus on
the photo stories and photo galleries.

8.4 Photos embedded in articles

An analysis of the photos embedded in articles shows on first glance that these photos are
used for illustrative purposiisa text paired with a corresponding photo. For instance, there

are satellite images of Sandy and the projected paths used to illustrate the narrative in the
story. However, there are some cases where the photos have a different and even stronger,
narrativethan the text. Examples are articles where the text is factual and informative of what
happened while photographs are the ones that carry the variety of discourses that shape the
context of the text. In order to elaborate on this, the photo stories atalgdileries section

will present some of the discourses present within the photos.

8.5 Photo stories and photo galleries

The photo stories and photo galleries can be divided into three catBgomesduringand
postSandy Each of these categorieasha unique set of images with their own encoded
purpose pending on the time during which and for which they were created.

There are two types of images in the categorgrefSandy. Thdirst type is satellite images

or computer animations tracking where the stormas well as its projected path and
predicted destruction. Theecondtype is photographs. Some of these photos show
destruction and power loss in areas that have already beetedffeuch as Jamaica where 70

per cent of households lost power. Closer to SandyOs landfall, other images of warning
include the images of dark clouds over the New York skyline or Obracing® or ObravingO the
high winds and waves. These images were usadwaeaning and a prompt for evacuation in
USA, whose impact with Sandy was still to come. Evacuations, apart from residents and pets,
included hospitals and hospices. In the hospital setting there were multiple stories illustrating
the difficulty of evacuahg people, specifically infants, which depended on electricity
powered machines to survive in addition to maintaining a sterile environment. The

10! I
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dependency on electricity whether in hospital, financial or political setting, revealed the
difficulty createdin social mobility and ability to perform certain social functions, such as the
ability to vote in the upcoming presidency elections or to simply breathe as was the case with
one of the evacuated prematurely born infants.

In addition to evacuation, theerare also many images of other types of preparation for the
storm. Examplegclude,the boarding up of houses, shops and New York subway systems as
well as protecting electricity outlets, cables and electricity generators. However, not all
images relatetb electricity preSandy were warnings. Some of theages were also images

of hope.For instance, there is dmage of Cape MayOs ligbuse (sedigure 3, which
appears irthe smog as a beacon of hope.

Figure 3: Light House at Cape May, New JerBephoto Copyright CNN Photography
Sourcehttp://edition.cnn.com/2012/10/25/americas/qgallery/weashedy/

After all, lighthouses are OhopeO for the sailors who searbkifquath back home even in
the direst circumstances; a OhopeO that is then transferred into a new context as part of the
Sandy photo gallery.

The photographs in the category airing, mostly focus on the flooding caused by the
natural disaster, but there are also some images of electricity such as photosrofjqogy
out during the storm.

The photos in the category pbst are the most abundant in images of electricity. As the
name of the category itself suggests, there is an inherent semantic dichotomy, a comparison
of the post to thepre- Sandy images. Additionally, in this category there are multiple other
semantic dichotomies that exist such as: civilized vs. barbaric, aeghws. chatic, security

VS. insecurity, certainty vs. uncertainty, routine vs. emenrgestability vs. fragility, luxury

(eg. comfort, transport, TV, phone, refrigerator, laundry, AC) vs. lack thereof, necessity (eg.
warmth, food) vs. lack thereof, eft€he dichotomies serve to illustrate opposite meanings,
interpretations and realities (eg. experiences of the evacuated in shelters pre and post event
and how their reality changes as a result). Therefore, they can bring a heightened
understanding of theosial and cultural dependency on electricity and how these perceptions
change in time of ordeal.
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There are multiple images created as part of such semantic dichotomies, which are also
related to different temporal dimensions. Hemgill discuss only thee associated with the
themes of OmemoriesO, OpowerO and OexpectationsO.

In the theme of OmemoriesO, are images that preserve and compare a person, place or thing tc
its previousformN prior to Sandy. These are images that frequently depict the human
fascination with the destructive power of Sandy, but also, some photos which are created for
insurance claims to energy companies, memory preservation or to provide up to date
information. Up to datenformation suggests that all themes previously discussed as part of
pre- andduring Sandy are also carried over.

In the theme of Opower® are images that depict a variety of political, economic, social and
cultural structuresreflecing key discoursepresented in the textual narratives as well as
images that show the Opower of refuversus the Opower of m&hése are images that

show more reflexive discourses and are very complex in nature.

In the theme of OexpectationsO are indeEstinghow social reality should be construed

and what problems Sandy has caused. This is where the dichotomy of civilized vs. barbaric
can be noted where for exampkgure 4 illustrates the expectation of Ocivilization® or a
space with technology and electricis oppose to the destructive power of naeN as it
barbaricallyuproos atree.

caused by Sandy extended over a huge swathe of the East Coast. In

Figure 4: PhotoObtained from BBC Online GalleriBisPhoto Copyright Getty Images
Sourcenttp://www.bbc.co.uk/news/worids-canada20138994Image 11)

The photograph is extremely powerful and it also alludes to the presentation of the discourses
through an artistic manner in order to demonstrate the full impact of the event, as evident in
this highly stylized image.

9. Creating imaginaries
The discussion so far has shown some of the discourses that exist in all five of the mediums

through which news articles communicate messages to the reader. Most discourse analysis
uses grounded tbey, which allows the researcher to use the data as the starting point for
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discussion as oppose to hypothesis testing which is more common waiittitagive research.
However, Lgder (1998) argues that grounded theory does not accurately reflect academic
research, which begins with the field of knowledge and expertise of the researcher gained
through time or through a carefully built literature review. That is why he suggests that one
engagewith adaptive theoryor the analysis of the data as a starting point but reflected
through the previously gathered theoretical knowledge of the researcher. As such this next
discussion section will piece together the various discourses créugndialogcal relation
between prior theory and data collection and andlsayder 1998p. 169) in order to show

the complexity of the discourses surrounding the images of electricity during Hurricane
Sandy adwell as how the topic of electricitgan relate tamtherimaginaries The following
sections explorestructure, spaceand hopeimaginariesthat were created through the five
online news article mediums discussed thus far.

9.1 Imagining Structures

As noted earlieryan Dijk (2013)suggests that discourses can be studied through the analysis
of a variety of structures at macro, meso and micro levels. Structures can be defined as
organized social realities governed by a series of rules that create the margins of the reality
without having a strict, static form. In a sense, structures are images of reality created by
specific guidelines which are construed through the use of a variety of discourses. Therefore,
these realities can be stratified thematically (eg. topic), demographfegllygender, age,
individual vs. group) or purposefully (eg. mixture of themaind demographic structures).

During Sandy, four main thematically defined structures were amplified through the
discourses surrounding electricity, namehlitical, Economic, SociadndCultural.

The Political Structures were evident through three main discoufédlse election
proceedings, role of politicians argbvernmenorganizedresponsg to Sandy. Elections

were disrupted by lack of power as mostoting stationsvere powered by electricity. This

was especially well illustrated in photos where poll organizeutd beseen usingdlashlights

to light the way for people to sign paper copies of the ballatsimbent pliticiansalsoused

Sandy tosolidify their positionsand drew on aaccentof concern for victimsFor example

one image was captionéBuildings on the shoreline are pictured from Air Force One as it
prepares to land in Atlantic City, New Jersey, carrying President Barack Obamaisitéd

areas hardestit by the unprecedented stdb{Duke 2012) The concern and priority of
victims was so great that it warranted the president himself to survey both from above as well
as within the situation. This concern, some have argued, is sebated ObamaOs second
presidency in a presidential race that before Sandy, was too close to call. Furthermore,
government officials showed their concern through personally participating in relief efforts,
providing electricity generators to power aredmttsuffered the most, especially in
Manhattan, as well as proposing the Sandy Aid Relief Bill.

The Economic StructureBecame clear over concerns of cost (@go pays, how much and

to whom) brought on by the Sandy Aid Relief Bill, the inability of the stock exchange to
function for a couple of days due to loss of power andios relief/response efforts.
Unfortunately, rather than solidifying economic structures, the lack of electricripgdu
Sandy destabilized them. The inefficiency of the relief effomeluding ineffective
communication, slow responsienes (eg. a fire was abte destroyl100 homes in Queens
andgas shortage contributed toward a growingistrust in boththe political organization
andthe stability of the economy.
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Social Structuresvere created in an attempt to establish communication and respond to those
that needed the most help after the power shortage. Organizations such as the Red Cross, the
police and the Mrine Corps helped organize relief efforts that were community based. The
need for community spirit became evident as volunteers helped with food/barbeques,
clothes/blankets, cleaning debris, providing shelter as well as providing ports for charging
electical equipment (SeEigure 5.
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Figure 5: Photo Obtained from CNN Online Gallefi¢®hoto Copyright John Swords
Sourcehttp://edition.cnn.com/2012/11/02/living/sandgwjerseycolor

Through these socially based effor@ultural Structureswere further solidified with the
bridging of communities over the trauma from Sandy as webawlingover the American
identity. American flags were placed on houses to recall characteristics such as strength,
resilience and compassion, which enabled victims to survive through the Sandy ordeal just as
the survivors of Hurricane Katrina have. Relationships with neighbours experigheing
same ordeal seemed to eliminate cultural differences and created a stronger sense of
neighbourhood.

9.2 Imagining Spaces

In addition to imagining a variety of structures, Sandy forced peopleitoagine spaces
Images of electricity after Sandy caused for a new way of relating twthe spacandthe
urban spaceas well as a new way of definirgpaces in betweemhere thefamiliar was
made unfamiliar.

Thehome spacés a space that is very much defined bceicity consumption. People use
electricity for survival (eg. heat or security), focomfort (eg. the usage of a variety of
electrical appliances that help free time for leisure activites produce light or alternate

living environments). Electricity has enabled the home space to be associated with
independence, despite the energy dependence needed for this independenceRestiocsr.

of independence, relaxation and safety are pasdielcause electricity consumptitias
become agpart of a daily routine that tends totake such patterngor granted. Electricity
consumptiorhas become internalized and even the physical home space is construed in such
a way as to hide the wiring that efedbthis consumption to take place. For many, energy is
only evident in daily practices or from the holes in the wall that allow for appliances to work.

Sandy challenged the definable home space by forcibly making the unseen components
needed for the digi routines of energy use, seen. An example is the following photo (See
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Figure 6 from New York, of a building whose fasade was completely stripped off as a result
of the high hurricane winds of about Lid®metres per hour
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Figure 6: Photo Obtainefrom BBC Online Gallerie¥ Photo Copyright Getty
Sourcehttp://www.bbc.co.uk/news/worids-canada20131303

This photo depicts the electrical wiring, normally hiddeow exposed to the naked eye. This
photo challenges the viewer to ask questions otherwise left ignored suhee does my
electricity come frodand Qvhat would it mean for me to live withoubiThe shock of the

photo is brought on by thasualization of the devouring power of the hurricane. The strong
winds caused a disruption to daily energy consumption routines by severing powsr lines
challenging thédundamentaperceptions antheaning associated withhome Associations of
homewith concepts such as safety, security and special structures are significantly shaken
when observing an image showing the inner home space exposed and thgegeire of the
outside world.

The exposure of the unseen to be seen is also evident peitesoutside of the home,tbe
spaces in betweems well as the fascination that this exposure brings. The follgphintp
and quotewill serve as an example of this phenomenomfoutside of the home space.

Figure 7: Photo Obtained from CN®nline GallerieSl Photo Copyright Getty
Sourcehttp://edition.cnn.com/2012/10/31/us/tropivatathersandy/(Image 32
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(he inside of a gas pump is exposed at a closed station that was recently
under floodwater on Thursday, November 1, in Hoboken, New Jersey.
Superstorm Sandy, which made landfall along the New Jersey shore, has left
the state with a fuel shortage due toistigal problems and power failu@s
"Thieleret al 2012)

Figure 7 shows the inside of a gas pump,end thewalls have been stripped by the high
winds. The gas pump is an object that is also embedded in daily routine, albeit be without the
addedsymbolism of ownership, safety and identity that are otherwise associated with the
home space. In addition to challenging the viewerOs perception of these objects, the examples
of the stripped house and of the gas pump both invite psychoanalytic anglyisviing
disruptions to daily routine and inviting questions as to the eftbetse disruptions might

have.

In theory, these observations link to notions ofttheannyor the border between the familiar

and unfamiliarFigure 8is an illustrative photo, captured by CNN iReporter Jordan Shapiro,
of the Williamsburg Bridge. The photo shows Manhattan on one side in darkness, connecting
through the hdge to the wellit Brooklyn.
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Figure 8: Photo Obtained from CNN Onlir@alleriedN Photo Copyright Jordan Shapiro
Sourcehttp://edition.cnn.com/2012/10/31/us/tropivedathersandy/(Image 79

This bridge illustrates the transformation from the familiar or Aielskylines to the
unfamiliar or darkened version of a New York burrow. Disasters and other moments of
turmoil, such as Hurricane Sandy, can cause even normal, familiar objects to stenye,

and unfamiliar. What isiteresting herdas the unfamiliarity caused bg lack of electricity on

part of the bridge and in the one burraather than any ovedevastation due to the storm,
such as wind or water damage.

The existence of a voidetween the familiar and unfamiliar is not necessarily negative. For
example, one of the descriptions of the effect Sandy had on New York City is that of a post
civilization feeling due to the lack of electricity. This feeling is shown through many
photogaphs, but more so in the ones depicting Halloween celebrations. Halloween or All
HallowsO Eve is a night when children and adults dress as monsters and fairy tale characters.
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They engage in a ritual known as OFdeRreatO which, in modern times meaiideén

walk door-to-door in their neighbourhoods, calling out the people with the wiicls or

treat and receive candy. The decorations people use to alter their home and public spaces in
order to invite the Halloween holiday spirit involve objects saglfiake skeletons, witches or
zombies along with the more traditional carved pumpkins, straw figures and corn
arrangements. These objects aimirtsert familiar spaces into unfamiliar and threatening
ones because Halloween is the one night of the year when it is accept@oeréd people,
even strangersSince Sandy made landfall and reeked devastation two days before
Halloween, the storm inadvertentbet the perfect posipocalyptic scene for Halloween to
take placeln a strange sens8andyactually served t@nhance thélalloween atmosphere

and with thdaughterof children,elicited feelings of hope and resilience in the midst of chaos
anddespai.

9.3 Imagining Hope

Halloween was not the only time when people imagined hope. Hope was given through
peopleheroes, divine interventioandartistic expressioras well aghroughhaving the time

to heal.

There wee many people who became hefdemlunteers, professionals or people who were

at the right place and in the right time. Highters, policemen, Marine Corps and health
services are only some of the professionals who sometimes put their lives on the line in order
to help those who needédVolunteers also helped neighbours or sometimes even travelling
to other communities. Specifically in relation to electricitysidgourself poles and electrical
wiring support were erected by people in order to provide a short term solution tomée po
outage wherever and whenever possible.

Sandy was also seen by some as proof of GodOs existence. Some perceived Sandy as the force
of nature or a divine intervention into our lives and our consumerist behaviour, while for
others God became evident dwgithe electrical fire that resulted in the destruction of 100
homes in Queens when only the following statue of Mary was left standing in parts of the
wreckage.
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Figure 9: Photo Obained from CNN Online GalleriésPhoto Copyright Getty
Sourcenttp://edition.cnn.com/2012/10/31/us/tropieedathersandy/(Image 101)
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As the result of surviving the electrical fire, this statile symbolic representation of the
Mother of Chist, was infused with more beautiful symbolism. The statue is a symbol of hope
for it represents the ability to survive, harnessing strength and pameéproviding security

and protection if one were to believehe consequences from the fire are whétised this
statue with this additional symbolism, but there are many other forms of artistic expressions
connected to Sandy that resulted in communication of meaning in just a powerful manner.
These artistic expressions can be broadly placed in thregodatl damaging, insping and
reflecting.

Sandy caused the damage of art galleries, such as the Derek Eller Gallery and other objects,
such as the infamous crane that hangs over one of New York CityOs skyscrapers and in the
process of daaging,symbolism was created.

Sandy also inspired art or ways of expressing feelings and emotions caused by Sandy through
a variety of mediums such as sculptures, paintings and others. A week or two later school
projects began to involve creation of Sandy meat®rthat included a variety of artworks

from drawings and paintings to fowatbject sculptures, stories and poems. Many of the
sculptures were created with materials found in the wreckages along the New Jersey shore.
Some others used fallen trees as mfee to the power of nature. Somesaihool residencies
involving traditional artistsalteredtheir curriculumsso asto incorporate the Sandy events.

For example, Eagleswood Elementary School in Ocean Cailtetgdtheir basket weang

program to focus m GFriendship Baske@and in so doingcommemoratethe sense of
community unityso evidenturingthe Sandy crisifReddington 2013).

Finally, Sandy helped achieve introspection and reflection over the events through the use of
the artistic lens. An exgole would be the numerous photos taken by people photographing
objects or locations that were devastated after Sandy, such as theaafitar on the Jersey

Shore or various sites in New York City. These reflexive photographs allowed people to OseeO
the situation more clearly, thus allowing a glimmer of hope of improvement, before paving
the path to recovery.

10. Sandy discourse: A message about the ‘power of power’

In conclusion, this paper showed a possible discourse analysis of 82 artickeded&dand

485 photographs from BBC and CNN. The five forms of Nebadlines, main body text,
photos in narratives, videos and photogréphere analyzedand placed in context in an
attempt to construe the social reality people were faced with after Sdadicane Sandy

was a terrible event for the East CoasU&A, not only because the loss of life was high but
because of the drastic disruption to daily routines and practices. The loss of electricity caused
people to face their imaginariega relation © political, economic, social and cultural
structuresand to establish more clearlyhere these structures are insufficient or in need of
change. Additionally, people were challenged with their perspectives of the home, urban and
in-between spaces, as was the case in my sample. More importantly however, people were
challenged with new werstanding of their dependency on electricity, the one aspect of their
lives that was believed to help in achlevmg mdependence When people felt dependent, that
was the moment when the true OPower of PowerO was recognized. A power so strong as to
have ach man, woman and child enslaved to routines, which, if disrupted, can lsengea

of chaos and discomfort.
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This brings me to the argument that relates all new understandings about electricity at times
of turmolil to the more profound issues of socedpnomicand cultural sustainabilityThe
OPower of PowerQ illustrates a dependency on electricity, which if connected to the wider
frame of climate change and sustainability, begs the question of what happens when we can
no longer sustaithe consumptivegatterns underpinning owsocial practices and cultural
conventions. If energy consumption remains unchanged, new technologies could provide a
plausible patching option. This patching would depend on the development and
implementation of new technologyndluding better acquaintance and acceptance of
renewable sources of energy. However, the current patterns indicate that electricity
consumption is not static, but rather, it is on the rise. Electricity consumption is predicted to
continue to rise exponeatly as the developing countries develop toward the current social
and cultural standards normalized and imbedded in social and cultuciicgsaof the
developed world.

In this context the findings discussed eaNievhere electricity is seen as a markefr
civilized societyN implied thaf our social behaviour and practice wilbt change for as long

as the existing dependency on electricity continues. If we hope to participate in sustainable
energy practices, we must not depend on technology to solve the current issues but rather aim
to change the meanings encoded in the varimages of electricity that are made evident in
times of turmoil.
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